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BOX 6.1  �A Tuesday in 2012 for Senator Jon Tester, 
D-Mont.

9:15 a.m. Press interview

10:15 a.m. Meet with Richard Bassuk, Howard Friedman, Iris Langman, 
and Elliot Lepler

11 a.m. Meet with former Vice President Walter Mondale, Senator 
Baucus, and University of Montana President Royce 
Engstrom

11:15 a.m. Senate floor session

11:30 a.m. Preside over the Senate floor

Chapter 6

Scheduling Legislation in the Senate

Representatives and senators work long days, not only on the 
floor and in committee but also in meetings with executive branch 

officials, constituents, interest groups, and the media. Moreover, they must 
maintain contact with the diplomatic community, party leaders, and state 
and local officials. And then there are the periodic trips home to attend im-
portant political functions, meet with constituents, or appear at campaign 
fundraising events. As a senator pointed out, “A big part of the job is taking 
the pulse of our constituents.”1

Of legislators in the two houses of Congress, senators lead the more har-
ried existence. The legislative and committee workload is as heavy in the 
Senate as in the House, but it must be carried out by fewer lawmakers (100 
senators compared with 435 House members), and in most cases senators 
represent a larger number of constituents.2 Senators are more often in the 
public eye and are called on more frequently to comment on national and 
international policy. Senators not uncommonly are expected to be in two or 
more places at the same time. In such a situation, a senator must select the 
top-priority event to attend in person and delegate staff members to cover 
the rest or rely on a fellow senator to recount what took place. (See Box 6.1 
for a senator’s daily schedule.)


